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investigation. Also lacking are discussions of serologic epidemiology (anti-
body and biochemical) and the associations between blood groups and
various diseases.
In spite of these relatively minor shortcomings, this book fills a definite
need. It will prove to be valuable to a wide variety of students and investi-
gators in the medical field in addition to those primarily concerned with
epidemiology.
ROBERT W. MC COLLUM, JR.
BIOCHEMICAL PREPARATIONS, VOL. 7. Henry A. Lardy, ed.-in-chief. New
York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1960. 102 pp. $5.25.
Previous volumes of "Biochemical Preparations" have been received grate-
fully by the experimental biochemist, as a rule. The current volume should
be a welcome addition to the six which have appeared at 1-3 year intervals
since 1949. It is in the nature of such a publication, of course, that it can-
not possibly meet all specific demands. The only criterion one might use
in deciding on the degree of general usefulness of a publication entitled
"Biochemical Preparations" is the diversity of selection. This requirement
has been met well in past volumes and the current one is no exception.
Volume 7 contains twenty preparations, assembled by an editorial board
headed by H. A. Lardy. Each preparation had been checked independ-
ently before inclusion in the volume. This procedure, also used in the past,
should insure reliability and reproducibility. Most of the preparations
described in this volume deal with substances not previously included in
"Biochemical Preparations"; among them are N-acetylneuraminic acid,
,8-aminoisobutyric acid, carbamyl phosphate, carnitine chloride, cerebro-
sides, coproporphyrin III tetramethyl ester, 6-deoxy-6-fluoro-D-glucose,
dihydroxyacetone phosphate, flavin adenine dinucleotide, D-fructose-
1-phosphate, 3-hydroxy-L-kynurenine, hydroxypyruvic acid phosphate,
methylmalonic semialdehyde, stearic acid, stigmasterol, and tetra-
hydrofolic acid. In addition a new procedure for the preparation of
the acid potassium salt of isocitrate is included to supplement a previously
described preparation of isocitric acid as its lactone or ester derivative. A
long-chain fatty acyl coenzyme A preparation (palmityl CoA) supplements
the prior description of the preparation of succinyl CoA. Finally two sec-
tions deal with the enzymatic and chemical synthesis of P'-labeled adeno-
sine phosphates. In one respect, the current volume differs from previous
ones significantly. For the first time, not a single enzyme or other protein
preparation is included. This is perhaps regrettable and it is hoped that
this is not a result of a permanent change in editorial policy. The organiza-
tion of each procedure follows the format or prior years. A statement of
the principle of the preparation is followed by a description of starting
materials and the detailed procedure. Comments made by the checkers are
recorded in footnotes. Each section is concluded by a description of the
properties and the purity of the material and by a list of references to other
methods of preparation. A statement, related to the best conditions of
storage and the stability of the substance in question, would be a very use-
ful addition if it were to be made required information in the future. Such
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information is not always included in the current volume or in past years.
In any case, this latest effort of the editors, contributors and checkers of
"Biochemical Preparations" will be appreciated by experimental biochem-
ists.
GEORGE TABORSKY
A SYLLABUS OF LABORATORY EXAMINATIONS IN CLINICAL DIAGNOSIS.
(Successor to Thomas Hale Ham's Syllabus) Critical evaluation of lab-
oratory procedures in the study of the patient. Lot B. Page and Perry J.
Culver, eds. Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard University Press, 1960.
580 pp. $12.50.
Physicians, particularly internists, pediatricians, and house officers, have
traditionally performed simple laboratory tests on their patients. A great
spurt in medical education occurred in the past century when- the young
physician was introduced into the clinical laboratory to obtain data on his
patients by means beyond that of a history and physical examination. A
few physicians of the old school still retain respect for examination of a
peripheral smear, the urine sediment, or the test for occult blood, and per-
form these tests themselves as an integral part of their examination of the
patient. The younger, hurried physician or student may want to know the
plasma cortisol before he has inspected the peripheral smear or the endog-
enous creatinine clearance before he has seen the urinary sediment. He is
not acquiring the direct laboratory experience that his predecessors had.
Following this book he can easily do so.
The Syllabus of Laboratory Examinations started by Ham and con-
tinued by Page, Culver, thirty-one contributors and sixteen critics (mostly
from the Harvard family) provides detailed technical information which
enables physicians and particularly house officers to perform tests. Ex-
planations are provided for physiologic variations and pathologic physi-
ology. The chapters cover definition of units, range of normal values for
an extensive list of tests, statistics, techniques of hematology, elements of
blood banking, urine examination, interpretation of various organ func-
tions, endocrinology, cardiac catheterization, and many other significant
topics.
The Editors are to be commended for having integrated the efforts of
many collaborators. That portability has been sacrificed is apparent from
the size of the volume: 580 pages and 1440 grams. It is not to be carried
in the side pocket! Nevertheless, the volume is easy to read, easier than
the previous edition, and it has a hard cover compared to the previous
soft one.
The Syllabus is highly recommended for inclusion on the bookshelves of
practicing physicians, medical investigators, house officers, students, and
technicians as a valuable reference for information on how to do a test or
interpret it in a field currently called Clinical Pathology. It is the best of
its kind today.
DAVID SELIGSON
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